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clan depends on others for its wives. But running through the entire
series of septs are to be found the usages of isogamy and hypergamy,
which exercise a profound influence on their society. The men of
the higher sept can take their wives from a lower, but a corresponding
privilege is denied to the women ; the result is a surplus of women in
the higher septs, and competition for husbands sets in, leading to the
payment of a high price for bridegrooms, and enormously increasing
the expense of getting a daughter married. It was partly to remedy
this state of affairs that the Walterkrit Sabha, already mentioned, was
started.

The Mlnas number 477,129, or nearly 5 per cent, of the population,
being proportionately strongest in Karauli and Bundi. There are
numerous clans, of which one (the Osara) contains the asll or unmixed
stock, but has very few members; the others are of mixed blood,
claiming irregular descent from Rajputs, Brahmans, Gujars, &c. The
Mlnas are among the earliest inhabitants of Rajputana, and were
formerly the rulers of much of the country now called Jaipur. They
were dispossessed by the Kachwaha Rajputs about the beginning of
the twelfth century, and for some time after it was the custom for one
of their number to mark the tika on the forehead of each new chief of
Amber. In Jaipur and Alwar they are divided into two main classes,
namely zamtndari and chaukldari^ which do not intermarry. The
former are steady and well-behaved cultivators (and are found also in
the three eastern States, Bharatpur, Dholpur, and Karauli), while the
latter were, and to some extent still are, famous as marauders. In
Bundi State and in the rugged country round Jahazpur and Deoli,
which is called the Kherar and belongs to Bundi, Jaipur, and Udaipur,
are found the Parihar Mlnas, who claim descent from the Parihar
Rajputs of Mandor. They are a fine athletic race, formerly notorious
as savage and daring robbers \ but they have settled dawn to a great
extent, and the infantry portion of the 42nd (Deoli) Regiment (or the
Mina Battalion, as it was called from 1857 to 1860) has for many years
been largely composed of them. Nearly 97 per cent, of the Mlnas of
Rajputana are Hindus ; but among them, in the south and south-east
of Jodhpur, is a sept called Dhedia which, though large in numbers, is
low in social standing, chiefly because its members eat the flesh of
cows.

The Gujars (462,739) are mostly cattle breeders and dealers and
agriculturists. They are a stalwart race, very similar to the Jats, with
whom they can eat and drink, although they occupy a slightly lower
social position. They were formerly noted cattle-lifters in Dholpur
and Karauli, but now give little trouble. There are two main endoga-
mous divisions of Gujars, namely Laur and Khari; and in Bharatpur
the former has the privilege of furnishing nurses for the ruling family.